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From the Secretary’s Desk…

February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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This year’s motto is “Igniting the Spirt of Elkdom.” Our goals are growing our membership, boosting participation in Elk events, 
and increasing support for our veterans. Please keep these goals in mind as the year progresses. The next opportunity’s to support 
Iowa Veterans will occur on May 17th at the Veterans home in Marshalltown, IA. Please refer to the flyer and connect me for 
details if you can attend the event.

With that said, I want to start May’s newsletter by congratulating all the 2025 ENF Scholarship winners from Lodge 590. Will
Aitchison of Regina High School received the National MVS for $4000; Riley Burke, Nadia Patel, and Junze Sun received the Iowa
MVS for $1000; and Amelia Marquardt received the Iowa Legacy for $1000. Congratulations!

This past weekend the Iowa Elks Association held their spring convention in Des Moines. I attended the convention with the 
Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks, Loyal Knight Shawn Rhinehart, and Lecturing Knight Matt McCormick. We attended training 
sessions, the General Business Session, and the State Association Banquet, just to name a few events. We also attended the SE 
District DD Clinic on Sunday morning. At the DD Clinic we were informed that two of our Lodge Americanism Essays placed at 
the state level. I would like to congratulate Cece Klitgaard and Kellan Jennings for their second- and third-place finishes. They will 
be recognized with their prize money and certificates on June 13 at the Lodge Flag Day celebration.

The lodge calendar for May and planned golf events for the 2025 lodge year are included in the newsletter and posted in the lodge. 
The newsletter calendar is just the starting point for what’s happening: please refer to the weekly emails from Peter for any updates 
or changes. 

Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2025, especially for graduation parties in May and June. If you’re 
thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and 
time you want may not be available.

Last but not least, we will NOT hold an initiation at the May 5 Lodge meeting; instead, we will review and vote on the proposed 
By-laws and House Rules changes and updates. Please review the emailed PDF document before attending the meeting if you plan 
to attend and vote on the changes and updates.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks (jdtjarks@gmail.com), or Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling 
(b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential if requested.

Lodge dues were due April 1, 2025. We have 250 members that have not paid their 2025-26 dues. Please do not use the lodge if you 
have not paid your dues! If you have paid your dues, your membership card is ready for pick up at the lodge. Let’s keep growing 
the membership into 2025–26!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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Last month, we proudly celebrated Flag Day together. This month, we come together again to honor America’s 249th Birthday! 
There are so many exciting activities happening at the Lodge this weekend that we can’t even list them all here—be sure to stop 
by and enjoy the fun.

Lodge 590 continues to grow—we're thrilled to share that our membership now exceeds 902 members. What an amazing 
milestone! Thank you for being part of our vibrant and thriving Elks family.

July Lodge Calendar & Events

The full July calendar is included with this newsletter and posted at the Lodge. For the most up-to-date event details, please
refer to Peter’s weekly emails. Planning an event? Dates are booking quickly into 2025! If you're considering hosting a 
graduation party, pool party, or fall event, reserve your date now to secure your spot.

Initiation – September 1 at 7:00 p.m.

If you're a new member and have not yet been initiated, please mark your calendar—attendance is mandatory. We now hold 
initiations quarterly: June, September, December, and March. That means you only have four opportunities each year to attend. 
We look forward to formally welcoming you into the Elks family!

Dues Reminder

Lodge dues for the 2025–26 year were due April 1, 2025. As of this newsletter, 180 members have not yet paid. Please note: 
Members with unpaid dues may not use Lodge facilities. If you have already paid, your 2025–26 membership card is available for
pickup at the Lodge. Reminder letters have been mailed. If you’re one of the unpaid members, we urge you to submit your 
payment as soon as possible. These outstanding dues represent nearly $58,000, a portion of which has already been remitted on 
your behalf to the State and Grand Lodge.

Thank you all for being a part of what makes Lodge 590 so special. Here's to a safe and fun-filled July!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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Nate Greazel
Iowa City Elks Lodge 590 Secretary

This year’s motto is “Igniting the Spirt of Elkdom.” Our goals are growing our membership, boosting participation in Elk events, 
and increasing support for our veterans. Please keep these goals in mind as the year progresses. The next opportunity’s to support 
Iowa Veterans will occur on May 17th at the Veterans home in Marshalltown, IA. Please refer to the flyer and connect me for 
details if you can attend the event.

With that said, I want to start May’s newsletter by congratulating all the 2025 ENF Scholarship winners from Lodge 590. Will
Aitchison of Regina High School received the National MVS for $4000; Riley Burke, Nadia Patel, and Junze Sun received the Iowa
MVS for $1000; and Amelia Marquardt received the Iowa Legacy for $1000. Congratulations!

This past weekend the Iowa Elks Association held their spring convention in Des Moines. I attended the convention with the 
Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks, Loyal Knight Shawn Rhinehart, and Lecturing Knight Matt McCormick. We attended training 
sessions, the General Business Session, and the State Association Banquet, just to name a few events. We also attended the SE 
District DD Clinic on Sunday morning. At the DD Clinic we were informed that two of our Lodge Americanism Essays placed at 
the state level. I would like to congratulate Cece Klitgaard and Kellan Jennings for their second- and third-place finishes. They will 
be recognized with their prize money and certificates on June 13 at the Lodge Flag Day celebration.

The lodge calendar for May and planned golf events for the 2025 lodge year are included in the newsletter and posted in the lodge. 
The newsletter calendar is just the starting point for what’s happening: please refer to the weekly emails from Peter for any updates 
or changes. 

Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2025, especially for graduation parties in May and June. If you’re 
thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and 
time you want may not be available.

Last but not least, we will NOT hold an initiation at the May 5 Lodge meeting; instead, we will review and vote on the proposed 
By-laws and House Rules changes and updates. Please review the emailed PDF document before attending the meeting if you plan 
to attend and vote on the changes and updates.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks (jdtjarks@gmail.com), or Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling 
(b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential if requested.

Lodge dues were due April 1, 2025. We have 250 members that have not paid their 2025-26 dues. Please do not use the lodge if you 
have not paid your dues! If you have paid your dues, your membership card is ready for pick up at the lodge. Let’s keep growing 
the membership into 2025–26!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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Nathan Greazel
Lodge 590 Secretary

September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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to share with you. From golf tournaments to community involvement, and from initiation ceremonies to our Lodge’s 
milestone anniversary, September promises to be a busy and exciting month at Iowa City Elks Lodge 590.

The Elks State Golf Tournament will take place at Westwood Golf Course in Newton this year. Individual play is 
scheduled for Friday, September 6, followed by a four-person best shot tournament on Saturday, September 7. If you 
are interested in participating or would like more information, please contact me directly.

We would also like to highlight the importance of supporting the Elks National Foundation (ENF). If you have already 
donated time or funds to the ENF this year, we sincerely thank you. If not, we encourage you to consider getting 
involved. Contributions, no matter the size, help support our Lodge’s mission and charitable efforts. Currently, Lodge 
590 is at 60 cents per member, with a goal of $5.15 per member. If you’re unsure how to get started or where to 
contribute, feel free to reach out via text, email, or phone for guidance.

Please mark your calendars for a major celebration—our Lodge’s 125-year Anniversary. We invite you to join us on 
Friday, September 19, starting at 5:00 p.m., at Iowa City Elks Lodge 590. This special evening will include live music by 
David Zollo, the Iowa vs Rutgers game, a 50/50 ENF raffle, and much more. It’s an opportunity to celebrate our long 
history of fellowship, service, and community impact.

The Lodge calendar for September is included in this newsletter and also posted at the Lodge for your reference. For 
the most current and up-to-date information, we recommend checking Peter’s weekly emails. As we move into a busy 
time of year, please note that event bookings are filling up quickly. If you are planning a fall event or holiday party, we 
encourage you to reserve your preferred date and time as soon as possible.

We will be holding an initiation ceremony on Sunday, September 8, at 7:00 p.m. If you are a new member and have not 
yet attended an initiation, please be sure to attend. Attendance is mandatory, and we look forward to formally 
welcoming you into our Elks family.

A reminder regarding dues: Lodge dues were due on April 1, 2025. As of the time of this newsletter, 87 members have 
not yet paid their 2025–2026 dues. Please note that members who have not paid and do not contact us will have their 
names published in the October newsletter. Additionally, members with unpaid dues may not use Lodge facilities. If you 
have already paid, thank you for your continued support and membership.

If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas you would like to share, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. You can 
reach Nathan Greazel at nathangreazel@gmail.com, Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks at jdtjarks@gmail.com, or Board Chair 
Brian Kirschling at b.kirschling@gmail.com. All communications will be kept confidential upon request.

Thank you for your attention, and we look forward to seeing you at the Lodge.
Fraternally submitted,
Nathan Greazel
Iowa City Lodge 590 Secretary
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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Fraternally submitted,
Nathan Greazel
Lodge 590 Secretary

September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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Fraternally submitted,

Nate Greazel
Iowa City Elks Lodge 590 Secretary

This year’s motto is “Igniting the Spirt of Elkdom.” Our goals are growing our membership, boosting participation in Elk events, 
and increasing support for our veterans. Please keep these goals in mind as the year progresses. The next opportunity’s to support 
Iowa Veterans will occur on May 17th at the Veterans home in Marshalltown, IA. Please refer to the flyer and connect me for 
details if you can attend the event.

With that said, I want to start May’s newsletter by congratulating all the 2025 ENF Scholarship winners from Lodge 590. Will
Aitchison of Regina High School received the National MVS for $4000; Riley Burke, Nadia Patel, and Junze Sun received the Iowa
MVS for $1000; and Amelia Marquardt received the Iowa Legacy for $1000. Congratulations!

This past weekend the Iowa Elks Association held their spring convention in Des Moines. I attended the convention with the 
Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks, Loyal Knight Shawn Rhinehart, and Lecturing Knight Matt McCormick. We attended training 
sessions, the General Business Session, and the State Association Banquet, just to name a few events. We also attended the SE 
District DD Clinic on Sunday morning. At the DD Clinic we were informed that two of our Lodge Americanism Essays placed at 
the state level. I would like to congratulate Cece Klitgaard and Kellan Jennings for their second- and third-place finishes. They will 
be recognized with their prize money and certificates on June 13 at the Lodge Flag Day celebration.

The lodge calendar for May and planned golf events for the 2025 lodge year are included in the newsletter and posted in the lodge. 
The newsletter calendar is just the starting point for what’s happening: please refer to the weekly emails from Peter for any updates 
or changes. 

Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2025, especially for graduation parties in May and June. If you’re 
thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and 
time you want may not be available.

Last but not least, we will NOT hold an initiation at the May 5 Lodge meeting; instead, we will review and vote on the proposed 
By-laws and House Rules changes and updates. Please review the emailed PDF document before attending the meeting if you plan 
to attend and vote on the changes and updates.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks (jdtjarks@gmail.com), or Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling 
(b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential if requested.

Lodge dues were due April 1, 2025. We have 250 members that have not paid their 2025-26 dues. Please do not use the lodge if you 
have not paid your dues! If you have paid your dues, your membership card is ready for pick up at the lodge. Let’s keep growing 
the membership into 2025–26!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 

IOWA CITY ELKS LODGE
637 Foster Rd.

Iowa City, IA 52245
(319)351-3700

www.elks590.org

590 NEWSLETTER
Brianna Wills
Exalted Ruler

ISSUE 2024-03 PUBLISHED MONTHLYMarch 1st, 2024From the Secretary’s Desk…

Fraternally submitted,
Nathan Greazel
Lodge 590 Secretary

September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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Fraternally submitted,

Nate Greazel
Iowa City Elks Lodge 590 Secretary

Last month, we proudly celebrated Flag Day together. This month, we come together again to honor America’s 249th Birthday! 
There are so many exciting activities happening at the Lodge this weekend that we can’t even list them all here—be sure to stop 
by and enjoy the fun.

Lodge 590 continues to grow—we're thrilled to share that our membership now exceeds 902 members. What an amazing 
milestone! Thank you for being part of our vibrant and thriving Elks family.

July Lodge Calendar & Events

The full July calendar is included with this newsletter and posted at the Lodge. For the most up-to-date event details, please
refer to Peter’s weekly emails. Planning an event? Dates are booking quickly into 2025! If you're considering hosting a 
graduation party, pool party, or fall event, reserve your date now to secure your spot.

Initiation – September 1 at 7:00 p.m.

If you're a new member and have not yet been initiated, please mark your calendar—attendance is mandatory. We now hold 
initiations quarterly: June, September, December, and March. That means you only have four opportunities each year to attend. 
We look forward to formally welcoming you into the Elks family!

Dues Reminder

Lodge dues for the 2025–26 year were due April 1, 2025. As of this newsletter, 180 members have not yet paid. Please note: 
Members with unpaid dues may not use Lodge facilities. If you have already paid, your 2025–26 membership card is available for
pickup at the Lodge. Reminder letters have been mailed. If you’re one of the unpaid members, we urge you to submit your 
payment as soon as possible. These outstanding dues represent nearly $58,000, a portion of which has already been remitted on 
your behalf to the State and Grand Lodge.

Thank you all for being a part of what makes Lodge 590 so special. Here's to a safe and fun-filled July!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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Fraternally submitted,
Nathan Greazel
Lodge 590 Secretary

September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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Fraternally submitted,

Nate Greazel
Iowa City Elks Lodge 590 Secretary

This year’s motto is “Igniting the Spirt of Elkdom.” Our goals are growing our membership, boosting participation in Elk events, 
and increasing support for our veterans. Please keep these goals in mind as the year progresses. The next opportunity’s to support 
Iowa Veterans will occur on May 17th at the Veterans home in Marshalltown, IA. Please refer to the flyer and connect me for 
details if you can attend the event.

With that said, I want to start May’s newsletter by congratulating all the 2025 ENF Scholarship winners from Lodge 590. Will
Aitchison of Regina High School received the National MVS for $4000; Riley Burke, Nadia Patel, and Junze Sun received the Iowa
MVS for $1000; and Amelia Marquardt received the Iowa Legacy for $1000. Congratulations!

This past weekend the Iowa Elks Association held their spring convention in Des Moines. I attended the convention with the 
Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks, Loyal Knight Shawn Rhinehart, and Lecturing Knight Matt McCormick. We attended training 
sessions, the General Business Session, and the State Association Banquet, just to name a few events. We also attended the SE 
District DD Clinic on Sunday morning. At the DD Clinic we were informed that two of our Lodge Americanism Essays placed at 
the state level. I would like to congratulate Cece Klitgaard and Kellan Jennings for their second- and third-place finishes. They will 
be recognized with their prize money and certificates on June 13 at the Lodge Flag Day celebration.

The lodge calendar for May and planned golf events for the 2025 lodge year are included in the newsletter and posted in the lodge. 
The newsletter calendar is just the starting point for what’s happening: please refer to the weekly emails from Peter for any updates 
or changes. 

Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2025, especially for graduation parties in May and June. If you’re 
thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and 
time you want may not be available.

Last but not least, we will NOT hold an initiation at the May 5 Lodge meeting; instead, we will review and vote on the proposed 
By-laws and House Rules changes and updates. Please review the emailed PDF document before attending the meeting if you plan 
to attend and vote on the changes and updates.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Jason Tjarks (jdtjarks@gmail.com), or Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling 
(b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential if requested.

Lodge dues were due April 1, 2025. We have 250 members that have not paid their 2025-26 dues. Please do not use the lodge if you 
have not paid your dues! If you have paid your dues, your membership card is ready for pick up at the lodge. Let’s keep growing 
the membership into 2025–26!
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February was a quick month and it looks like Punxsutawney Phil might be right this year. The first 
weeks of March temperatures are forecast in the 50's and 60's for the highs. We are hoping for an early 
open to the golf course. The mower blades are sharpened and the rental golf carts have been delivered. It 
is official, Ned has announced opening day for the golf course is March 2, 2024. Please refer to the 
attached March calendar and 2024 golf tournament and event schedule.

There will be plenty of NCAA Men's and Women's hoops to watch this month at the lodge. MLB spring 
training games and the PGA Tour Florida swing just started. We have plenty of TV's and channels to 
entertain everyone. I was lucky enough to enjoy free admission, free popcorn, and a front row seat to 
witness Caitlin Clark's record breaking three-point logo shot on February 15 2024 with several other 590 
lodge members. Hopefully we will see the Hawkeyes bring home a few B1G and NCAA tournament wins 
in March at the lodge. Watch your email and Facebook for more details, Instagram account is coming 
soon. Lodge and private events continue to fill the calendar through 2024, especially May and June for 
graduation parties. If you’re thinking of holding an event in the spring or summer, now is the time to 
book it. Do not wait until the last minute, or the date and time you want may not be available. Just look 
how full the attached March calendar is.

We still have a few new members who have not yet attended an initiation. We only have two meetings left 
to initiate for Elks year 2023. Please plan to attend on Monday, March 4, or March 18, at 7:00 pm. 
Initiation is mandatory for all new Elks and will take less than an hour. You will receive an American flag, 
a 590 Elks Lodge pin, and your membership card will arrive in mail. Please join us when you can.

If you have issues, concerns, or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email me 
(nathangreazel@gmail.com), Exalted Ruler Brianna Wills (brianna.wills@gmail.com), or Board of 
Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). We will keep all communications confidential.

If you have not paid your 23–24 dues, please do so right away, or request a demit in writing. We are down 
to 16 delinquents. We don't want to lose any members if we can help it. Please reach out so we can make 
arrangements with you. Please request a demit in writing if you plan to cancel your membership. You can 
call the lodge and ask for Alicia, or send me an email. We currently have 782 members and 17 who still 
need to attend initiation. You will not receive a membership number and card until you attend initiation. 
We currently have the most members and most growth in the state. Lets keep it growing in 2024!

Fraternally submitted,

Nathan Greazel Lodge 590 Secretary 
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Fraternally submitted,
Nathan Greazel
Lodge 590 Secretary

September at Lodge 590 was an amazing month. We were able to enjoy the pool for two extra 
weeks, saw the conclusion of Thursday night’s golf league, the final Super Tuesday, four days hosting 
the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, the first couples Ryder Cup, the Chili Open, and the 
first-rate Sunday morning brunch. Please refer to the enclosed Lodge 590 calendar for all of the 
exciting events planned for October. 

I would like to take a moment to remind all of our members how important the Elks is to our 
local community. We are incredibly lucky to have a golf course, swimming pool, and a beautiful new 
lodge to enjoy. Being an Elk goes way beyond these recreational activities. As Elks we support our 
local community by spreading Americanism within our schools, supporting local business, food 
pantries, and local veterans organizations. This is all possible because of The Elks National 
Foundation (ENF). The mission of ENF is to help Elks build stronger communities. Please help 
Lodge 590 meet our goal of $5 per member so we can continue to qualify for ENF Grants in the 2025 
Elk year. Our current per member giving is $.64 per member. 

I am pleased to report we currently have 827 initiated members as of September 30. We have 
added eighty-three new members so far this year and still have 26 waiting to attend an initiation on 
October 7 at 7 p.m.

We still have twenty-seven members that are delinquent on their dues, which is less than 5 
percent. If you have not paid your dues, please contact me immediately with your intentions. Last 
year we lost thirty-five members the last month of the Elk year. Please contact me if you need to pay 
or plan to take a drop. Please do not wait until March to request a drop. 

If you have concerns or other matters you wish to discuss or share, please feel free to email 
me, Nate Greazel (nathangreazel@gmail.com); Exalted Ruler David Brunk (brunkd@gmail.com); or 
Board of Trustees Chair Brian Kirschling (b.kirschling@gmail.com). All communication is 
confidential. You can also attend a Lodge meeting and voice your concerns in the open.

Remember Elks Care-Elks Share and We Are THE Elks . God bless our Lodge, the Order, our 
Troops, our Veterans , and  the United States of America.
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From the Secretary’s Desk…

February 1, 2026Issue 2026-2

Nathan Greazel
Iowa City Lodge 590 Secretary

I hope everyone is off to a great start to the new year. I want to begin the February newsletter off with a congratulations to Madison 
Craig on her selection as an Elks Scholar. Madison attended the Winter Savannah, GA Elks Scholar Service trip from January 6-10, 
2026, and was sponsored by the Iowa City Elks Lodge 590. Each year, the Elks host three Scholar Service trips to different cities 
around the US to serve in the name of the Elks family.

Please join us for our Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 8, with doors opening at 4:30 PM. Jerry will have food and drink 
specials for you to enjoy throughout the game, including Yuengling on tap, so come out and enjoy the game with fellow members. 

I am happy to announce that the Lodge has been awarded another ENF grant of $6,000 to support local food pantries throughout 
the Johnson County area this spring. If you are interested in assisting with this effort, please let me know. 

We also recently completed the Americanism Essay Contest. This year the theme was "What does service to your county mean to 
you. We had 28 submissions from the sixth grade class at Regina this year. I am proud to announce our sixth-grade boys and girls 
winners from Regina Elementary School. Congratulations Liam Cavanaugh our boys winner and Annemarie Livorsi our girls 
winner. Thank you to all the students who participated and members who helped score the essays. The winners will read their 
winning essays to the Lodge at the annual Flag Day ceremony June 14.

In this month’s newsletter, you will find exciting updates from the District Hoop Shoot, the Finance Committee, the Exalted Ruler, 
and our General Manager Peter Kessler. On January 24, I attended the Southeast District VP Meeting, where I was proud to report 
on the incredible charitable work Lodge 590 has accomplished for veterans over the past 10 months. These efforts include $13,700 
in non-cash facility support, over $9,000 in golf green fees for injured veterans, $2,000 in veteran food pantry support, $1,800 
donated to the Iowa City VA Hospital General Fund, $990 in free golf and cart rentals or non-GIVE veterans, a $900 cash donation 
to the National Disabled Veterans Golf Clinic, for a total of $28,809 in cash and non-cash donations. Lodge 590 also reported an 
outstanding 3,350 volunteer hours during this period. 

We still have an opening available to join the Lodge leadership. This is a significant role with a pathway for you to become the 
Exalted Ruler in four years. Please reach out if you want more details.

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered their valuable time and contributed their resources this past year, your dedication 
continues to make a meaningful impact on our community.

I leave you with a reminder that all past-due payments need to be paid as soon as possible. We currently have forty-five members 
who have not yet paid their 2025–2026 dues for a total of $14,256. In the near future, all members will be invoiced for their 2026–
2027 dues. If you wish to drop your membership, you must notify me prior to March 31, 2026. Members who do not request a drop 
by that date will be charged for the upcoming dues year.

Remember: Elks Care, Elks Share—and We Are THE Elks. God bless our Lodge, the Order, our Troops, our Veterans, and the 
United States of America.



Fraternally,
Jason Tjarks 
Exalted Ruler

Exhalted Ruler Update
I hope you are all having a great week. I am writing to remind everyone to please review your accounts and ensure that all 

past-due bills are paid as soon as possible. Maintaining up-to-date accounts is essential for our continued operations. On a 

more exciting note, we have some great updates and improvements coming to the kitchen very soon. Please stay tuned for 

more details shortly.

Finance & Audit Committee Update to Membership

To the Members of Elks Lodge 590,                                          

The Finance and Audit Committee would like to provide the membership with an update on the Lodge’s 
current financial condition and to clarify the committee’s role in addressing ongoing financial challenges.

At the urging of Michael Carrol, SE Iowa District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, the Board, in accordance 
with Lodge 590 By-laws requirements, has formally resurrected the Finance and Audit Committee to 
provide focused financial oversight and guidance during this critical period. The committee serves in an 
advisory capacity and is intended to support the Board as it works to stabilize the Lodge’s finances and 
reinforce sound, long-term financial stewardship.

The Finance and Audit Committee is composed of Cortney Boyle, John Murphy, Andy Orris, and Jason 
Nicholson. Our role is to work collaboratively with the Board and Lodge management to review financial 
practices and strengthen budget discipline.

Fiscal year to date, Elks Lodge 590 has experienced significant financial strain. The Lodge has operated 
materially over budget and has relied on restricted internal funds and investment liquidations to meet 
routine operating obligations. While these measures addressed immediate needs, they are not sustainable 
and underscore the seriousness of the Lodge’s current financial position.

The committee is actively reviewing revenues, expenses, cash flow, and internal controls, and is assisting 
the Board as it evaluates and implements corrective actions. As this work continues, members should 
anticipate that operational and budgetary adjustments may be necessary in the coming months to stabilize 
near-term finances.

Our shared goal is to ensure financial health of Elks Lodge 590, allowing it to continue serving its 
members and community through Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity. We appreciate the 
membership’s understanding, cooperation, and support during this process. Transparency and responsible 
stewardship remain priorities, and updates will be provided as appropriate.

Fraternally,
Finance and Audit Committee
Elks Lodge 590
Cortney Boyle (chair)
John Murphy
Jason Nicholson
Andy Orris



Warm regards, 
Peter Kessler 
General Manager Elks Lodge 590

General Manager's Update
February may be the shortest month of the year, but it’s packed with great reasons to gather at the Lodge. I encourage 
all members to stop in, bring a friend, and enjoy the camaraderie that makes Elks Lodge 590 such a special place. 
Please refer to our Lodge calendar for our Winter hours. 

Super Bowl Party - Sunday, February 8. Whether you’re here for the commercials, the halftime show, or the final score, 
it’s always a fun day to be at the Lodge.

Yuengling Keg Tapping Party - Wednesday, February 11. Enjoy a cold pint from America’s oldest brewery while we 
stream the men’s and women’s Iowa basketball double header. 

The upcoming Lodge season, which will run from April 1, 2026 through March 31, 2027 is approaching! 

Membership Dues & Cart Storage. We kindly ask all members pay their Dues & members with Cart Storage pay their 
fees prior to the start of next season. 

Member ForeUP Online Accounts & Billing. If you have not logged in before or have forgotten your credentials, please 
contact the Lodge Office at Office@elks590.org for assistance.

Thank you for your continued support of Elks Lodge 590. We truly appreciate our members and look forward to 
another wonderful season together

 

Hoop Shoot Update

Lodge 590 is proud to announce that our local Hoop Shoot competition winners, 
Audrey Danler and William Danler, both placed first in their respective age groups 
at the Southeast Iowa District Competition held in Keokuk, Iowa.

With these impressive wins, Audrey and William will advance to the State Hoop 
Shoot Competition later this year. Their hard work, focus, and sportsmanship truly 
represent the spirit of the Elks Hoop Shoot program.

Please join us in congratulating Audrey and William, and wishing them the best of 
luck at State!

— Hoop Shoot Director, Lodge 590
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Secretary’s	Desk…
Happy February – I hope you are all weathering the various winter storms we have been seeing 
lately, and staying warm! 

We have a message from our Exalted Ruler below, as well as an update on the progress of the 
Capital project from our contractor, also below. 

In terms of some exciting good news, we have this report fom Dave Brunk about the Hoop 
Shoot!

Great news!
Fellow members please congratulate Jaxson Foster, son of Mike & Kara Foster for qualifying for 
the State Hoop Shoot. Jaxson made 21-25 free throws at the Lodge competition to advance to 
the District competition held January 21st in Keokuk. At Keokuk Jaxson made 22-25 free throws 
to win the boys 8-9 division and advance to the State competition held in Grinnell, IA on Febru-
ary 25th. Congratulations Jaxson and good luck at the State Hoop Shoot!

The initiation of our new members continues – we have a total of 13 left to initiate. These are:

Mike Coulter, Ben Hartson, Joshua Koeppel, Annalise Nelson, Lindsay Shedek, Bryan Svoboda,
Theodore W. Swift, Sara Tapya-Salem, Mettie Thomopules, John Wemmie, Bruan Wilson, Clint 
Woods, and Eli Wyned. If you know any of these folk, please have them call the Lodge to ar-
range a time to get initiated.

As we approach the start of the new Elk Year, we have need for a volunteer to take the position 
of Lecturing Knight. This is an important position and in general the holder advances through 
the ranks to become (eventually) our Exalted Ruler. The position is open to all members in good 
standing. If you have any questions about this, please contact myself, Jeff Johnson or Brian 
Kirschling.


